CHARITABLE MORSEL 


os 7 
-UNL . D BREAD, . 
THE AUTHOR OF A LETTER 
5+ 
Tu Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE ; 
its 
GIDEON's CAKE OF BARLEY MEAL? 


* 


BEING 
A REPEY + 
TO THAT PAMPHLET. 


mr 8 . 


—_ 


SPEAK EVIL OF NO MAN;.——Pqur. 


. 5 4 | 2 
————ů— ͤ v ſꝑT— 


2 


LONDON, 


PRINTED FOR. J. MATHEWS, No. 18, STRAND, 


5 1793. | 
wn - [PRICE SIX-PENCE.] 


. CHARITABLE MORSEL, &c, 


SIR, 


1 Conſider Poverty as no diſgrace 
to a man, when accompanied with a meek and 
humble ſpirit. That you are poor, and may be 

in want of ſome of the comforts, if not the 
neceſſaries, of life, I have reaſon to believe 
from the general tenour of your Letter, ad- 

dreſſed to the Rev. William Romaine. And 
had you not diſcovered a very unbecoming 
{pirit under your poverty, your neceſſities 
would, no doubt, have been relieved by thoſe 
who know you. For, depraved and degene- 
rate as the world is, a ſpirit of benevolence 
and charity ftill prevails in it ; and eſpecially 
in this country. Real objects ſeldom want 
relief long, when their caſes are made known. 
Some recent inſtances of this ſeem to have ex- 
cited your reſentment and malignity towards 
A 2 the 


EA 
the promoters of ſuch charitable acts: and vou 
could not vent your ſpleen againſt any other 
perſon, it ſeems, than Mr. Romaine: a man 
grown venerable by his years, his learning, 
and his long ſucceſsful labours in the work of 
the miniſtry : whoſe character, when known, 
is as much out of the reach of ſlander from 
| Your pen, as your's is beneath contempt. 

This is the man, whom you have ſingled 
out to caſt all the obloguy upon, which a de- 
praved heart can ſuggeſt. Never was a man 
more miſtaken in the ſelection of the object of 
his vengeance, than you are in this inſtance : 
for it will recoil with tenfold ignominy upon 
A+ on own head. | 


ut what is . crime which this faithful 

miniſter of God has been guilty of, that it has 
drawn down ſuch a load of ſlander upon his 
head from your pen? Jt is briefly this: 
Touched with a ſympathy for the diſtreſſes of 
certain men, driven from their native country 
by the convulſions with which it is torn ; and 
having flown to this, as an aſylum from the 
miſeries they muſt have endured, had they con- 
tinued therein, which they could not have done 
without violating the dictates, of their con- 
| ſciences; 5 os Romaine preached a ſermon, and 
made 


C4 
made a collection for them in his own pariſh 
church: thinking it, no doubt, an act of hu- 
manity, to which they had {ome claim, as 
ftrangers in diftreſs; without» any regard to 
their religious principles : which, whatever 
they might have been hefore, could not be 
made worſe, by ſuch ſeaſonable relief of their 
neceſſities. On the contrary, it muſt give them 
a favourable opinion of the religious principles 
of thoſe, from whom ſuch aëts of compaſſion 


and benevolence flow. Such is the crime which 5 


Mr. Romaine has been guilty of; and the re- 
ward which he has publicly received from 
you, is the fouleſt Ds and on groſſeſt 

abuſe. | 


To follow you through the whole of your 
| Letter to him, would be a taſk I ſhould not wil- 
lingly undertake: for it would require more 

time and labour to refute your erroneous inter- 
pretations of the various paſſages of ſcripture, 

which you have quoted, with great confidence 
of their being applicable to your purpoſe, than 

I can at preſent ſpare. - And were I to do it, 

it is not likely to be attended with any advan- 
tage to yourſelf; for you ſeem to be ſo ſelf- 
obe and to have ſo much confidence in 
your own judgment, that the labour would, 
probably, be in vain. I ſhall, therefore, en- 
5 deavour 


„ 
deavour to arrange the matter, to which * 
mean to reply, under different heads; and 


ſhall confine myſelf chiefly to thoſe parts of 


your letter, in which you have been the moſt 
liberal of your cenſure and abuſe of this vene- 

rable man of God: as it is, in my opinion, 

wholly unjuſtifiable in you, thus publicly to 
traduce ſo reſpectable a character. Of what 

you have written with fo much acrimony 
againſt thoſe unhappy Emigrants, as Papiſts ; | 
and your anathemas againſt them (in which 
you have, if poflible, out-done the moſt ma- 
lignant and intolerant of their councils, and 
 ſhewn by what ſpirit you are actuated) I ſhall 
take but little notice: leaving it to them to re- 
fute your calumnies, if they think it worth 
their while: which, I conceive, they will not, 
as they may think them too Aliberal to merit their 
per. 


This conſideration, reſpecting what you have 
written of Mr. Romaine, had almoſt deter- 
mined me not to make ry reply to your Letter: 
fall into the 3 of noms who, not knowing 
his real character, might be led to conceive a 
very wrong opinion of him, and be ſo preju- 
diced againſt him, as to refuſe to hear the 


goſpel from his mouth; or not to attend to his 
_ miniſtry, 


C2 ) 
mitiiſtry, if they ſhould accidentally hear him 
_ preach; I thought it neceſſary to endeavour to 


obviate ſuch prejudices, and to counteract the 
poiſon you have been ſo aſſiduous to diffuſe. 


SLANDER. 


| In the third page of your Letier, you cont- 
plain of ſome ungentlemanlike treatment you 
received from Mr. Romaine, which you term 
contempt ; upon your having written to him an 
official letter. As you give us no particulars, - 
it is impollible to make any direct reply to the 
charge. But ſome who. read your pamphlet, 
conſidering the ſpirit in which it is written, will 


not be very ready to receive any unfavourable 


impreſſion from ſuch general cenſures, I ima- 
gine: and the moſt ſenſible part ef your readers 
will naturally make ſome allowance, for the 
probable want of judgment, in ſuch a man, of 
what is really e . 


10 page Ach, you have the modeſty to \ tell 
Mr. Romaine, „ that his conduct, in making 
«« a public collection for theſe implacable ene- 
r mies of Chriſt, the Romiſh Prieſts and Pa- 
e piſts, evidences his bigotted attachment to, 
« forms, and unchriſtianlike prejudices 'to the 
*« true cauſe of God, when out of his line of 

e church 


* church government.” It ſeems ſufficient 
only to quote the paſſage; to refute it: for I 
believe ſuch an unchriſtianlike inference was 


- ſcarcely ever drawn from ſuch premiſes: that 
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an act of the trueſt benevolence, extended to 
the neceſſitous and diſtreſſed, ſhould diſcover a 
bigotted attachment to forms, and unchriftianlike 
_ prejudices. Surely, Sir, you muſt have had a 
more than ordinary ſpirit of diſcernment, to be 
able to pronounce; with ſuch' confidence, that 
Mr. Romaine is ſo weak and prejudiced a man, 
as to be influenced by the motives you have 
attributed to him, in the „ line of conduct,“ 

for which you have thought fit to cenſure him. 


"You inform us, page 15, © you were a- 
re ſtoniſhed out of meaſure,” to learn « that 


Mr. Romaine, the miniſter of Chriſt, had 


« been making ſuch a carnal uſe of ſpiritual 
& things, as to preach the goſpel ſubſervient 
«& to the benefit of theſe Amalekites, the 
French Emigants.—Which you tell us, page 16, 
is nothing leſs „ than taking the bread from 
e our own children, and giving it to theſe 
« ſcriptural dogs”—that it is „ a ſpecies of 
% robbery”—and * an act indefenſible by 
« ſcripture “ a lording it over God's heri- 
« tage, to excite his hearers to ſuch an act 
of benevolence—and „ that this, with ſome _ 
« other 


"1-1 


„ other traits in his character, will never ſerve 


as a ſample of according to his divine 
«« Maſter's injunctions.” Who art thou that 
thus judgeſt another's ſervant? to his own 
maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. | How you could 
preſume to impute ſuch motives to him; or 
to cenſure and condemn him for ſuch an act 
of kindneſs, for which all thinking and bene- 
volent men muſt applaud him, as evincing the 
genuine influence of the goſpel upon his own 
heart, and thoſe of his hearers ; „ aſtoniſhes 
me out of meaſure,” I confeſs ; ; ſince you claim 
the appellation of a chriſtian. So little of the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, or of the goſpel, is diſcernable in 
your conduct herein, that I am at a loſs what 
epithet to give it: to call it arrogant, cenſorious, 
or flanderous, is too ſoft a conſtruction of it: 1 
am ſorry I have occaſion to uſe a harſher term, 
and to call it diabolical - it being an imitation of 
5 him Who Is «& the e of the brethren.” 


But what 1 have cy quatel from your 
Leiter, was not ſufficient to ſatisfy the malig- 
nity of your ſpirit. You proceed to cenſure Mr. 
| Romaine's conduct in a ſtill more general way; 

und accuſe him of a temper and behaviour not 

according with the ſpirit of the goſpel. After 

an unwarrantable cenſure of his being a ſtran- 

ger to the diſtreſſes of the poor, from an un- 
| B | feeling 


t 
feeling diſpoſition, you give the reaſon, in page 
17, in theſe words, „as that natural ſurly 
«© moroſeneſs in your carriage to ſtrangers who 
ce approach you, (which to your diſgrace re- 
« mains unchanged) will always anſwer the 
«© purpoſe of a canine guard, to keep ſuch | 
«© caſes from your door, unleſs introduced by 
« ſome ſpecial friend'—And in page 27, 
ce ſuch Nabal-like conduct is more inexcuſable 


6 in you than any.” An inſtance of the fatal 


effects of which is alluded to, but not expreſſed ; 
_ as I am ignorant of it, I cannot reply to 
In the ſame page you ſay, „ thoſe carnal 
ce eee and that natural churliſhnelſs, 
„„ which are ſo diſhonourable to your ſtation ; 
« and of which moſt men, even your deareſt 
friends, ſee you have great need of healing.” 
And to ſum up the whole of the character of 
this eminent ſervant of Chriſt, and to complete 
the picture which is drawn of him by the hand 
of malignity, in ſuch hideous colours, and with 
{uch diſtorted features, that it cannot be known 
by his friends but as a ſhocking caricature ; you 
very pathetically, and, at the fame time, with 
the moſt diſguſting familiarity, aſk him, * but 
e alas! my dear Sir, is it not with you as with 
«© multitudes, who know the precepts and their 
«« privileges, but negle& both, becauſe che 
love of the world—the deceitfulneſs 1 riches 
. 
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v the fear or favour of man —and con- 
ce formity to the times, have 7 70 place in 
their hearts. 5 page 28. 


Theſe are the illiberal cenſures and accuſa- 
tions, the calumnies and inſinuations, which 
you, an obſcure individual, have thought fit 
publicly to exhibit againſt one of the moſt la- 
borious, faithful, exemplary miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which this age has produced. One who 
_ adorns in his life and converſation the goſpel 
he preaches ; abounding in every act of bene- 
volence, every work and labour of love, for the 
benefit of Chriſt's poor members. And not 
_ confining his benevolence to theſe alone, he 
extends it to others alſo, who appear to have 
any claim upon him. Hence ariſes your re- 
ſentment againſt him. 


But you may reply, * this is no refutation 
*c of your charges, nor vindication of his con- 
« duct; but mere aſſertions without proof.” 
Permit me, Sir, to produce the beſt. evidence 
in my power of what I aſſert, in anſwer to your 
accuſations, reſpecting his * moroſeneſs of 
«« temper, and Nabal-like conduct.“ I have 
had the honour of a pretty intimate acquaintance 
with him for more than thirty years; and I 
ſolemnly aver, that, during that long period, 
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A 28 
[ do not recollect ever to have heard a moroſe, 
harſh, uncivil, or unkind expreſſion drop from 
his lips; much leſs have I received from him 
any ſuch behaviour as you charge him with. 
On the contrary, I have experienced, and hun- 
dreds more, who are ready to atteſt the ſame, - 
the moſt affable, courteous, kind, and gentle 
manlike behaviour from him. When I bear 


this teſtimony to his urbanity and politeneſs, I 


do not take upon me to ſay, that no one ever 
experienced any inſtance of a different beha- 


viour. I read of the meek Moſes, through 


the provocations of the murmuring, complain- 
ing, rebellious Iſraelites, having ſpoken un- 
&«& adviſedly with his lips.” And it is not at all 
Mmprobable, that ſome troubleſome, imperti- 
nent, liberal perſons, may have provoked 
Mr. Romaine to uſe ſome harſh expreſlions, in 
order to free himſelf from impertinent intruders ; 
to which a man of his popularity and eminence 
mult neceſlarily be very ſubject. „ 
A more baſe and unfounded ſlander was - 
never exhibited againſt any man, than, that 
Mr. Romaine has ever manifeſted an unfeel- 


ing diſpoſition, or want of : compaſſion, to- 


wards the diſtreſſes of the poor, with which 


you charge him. What miniſter of this day, 


or for torty years paſt, has Jaid out him- 
| fol. 


„ 

ſelf more for the ſupport of public charities of 
every kind, by preaching ſermons for them, 
and by uſing his influence in various other 


Ways, than he has done? Beſides which, he 


has ever embraced the opportunities which have 
offered, of procuring relief for caſes of a more 
temporary or occaſional nature. Of which ſort / 

1 ſhall name but two inſtances; although 1 
could fill a pamphlet, with ſuch, and thoſe of 
a more private kind, much larger than your's, 
which is filled with Lander and invective 
againſt him. 3 8 


1 he firſt I ſhall mention, was in behalf of a 
claſs of men, for whom you ſeem to have a 
peculiar predilection : I mean the Spitalfields 
' weavers, when out of employment. Some 
few years ago this was the caſe with many of 
them, and their diſtreſſes were great. How did 
Mr. Romaine evince his unfeeling diſpoſition 
towards theſe diſtreſſed objects? He preached 
a ſermon for them, and collected one hundred 
and nine pounds; which he paid into the fund 
raiſed for their relief. The other inſtance of 
his want of compaſſion for his ſuffering fellow- 
creatures was, when the dreadful fire happened 
upon Ludgate Hill, a year or two ago; which 
conſumed ſeveral houſes of the poor of Black 
Friars pariſh, and many families were reduced 5 
to the greateſt diſtreſs, having loſt all their 


Proper 


# 


ay 


property by it. What unfeeling diſpoſition did 


he diſcover on this occaſion? Was he the 


? laſt to come forward in his exertions for their 


relief? Or did he ſuffer any one in the pariſh 
to take the lead in the buſineſs? No: but 


prompted by the moſt tender: compaſſion and 


ſympathy, he immediately enquired into the 
diſtrefſes of the unhappy ſufferers ; and applied 


to an opulent friend, one of his pariſhioners, | 


to advance ſome money for their immediate 


relief; and pledged himſelf to ſee him reim- 


. <& 


burſed in any ſum he might advance, to the 
amount of one hundred pounds. And on the 


next day, he ſet out on foot; went from houſe 


to houſe; and collected, not only of the people 
in the neighbourhood, and of his own pariſh- 
foners, but of his private friends in every part 


of the town allo, ſufficient to reimburſe the 
friend to whom he firſt applied; who had ad- 
vanced between ninety and an hundred pounds. 
After this he preached. a ſermon at his pariſh 


church for the benefit of theſe diſtreſſed objects, 
and collected a very conſiderable ſum ; which, 
together with what he had collected before, and 
ſome donations, amounted, in the whole, to 
between two and three hundred pounds. Theſe 
inſtances of a public nature, and innumerable 


others of a more private ſort, that might be 


adduced, * out of delicacy to his feel- 
> 


ings, 1 forbear to mention) are ſufficient, I 
conceive, to refute your baſe calumnies and 
inſinuations concerning his want of compaſſion 
for the diſtreſſes of the YES N 


With reſpect to his love of the world: its 
riches, or honours, or ſenſual gratifications; „ 
take upon me to affirm, that no man, nor 
miniſter in this day, lives a more abſtemious, 
| ſelf-denied life than he does. No ſelfiſh, mer- 
cenary, avaricious conduct ever marked his 
character. No luxuries nor expenſive dain- 
ties ever graced. his table, unleſs they were 
preſents from his friends. He has ever been 


too highly eſteemed, to be under the tempta- 


tion to uſe ſuch mean arts to obtain ſupplies, as 
attacking public characters; much leſs, to ag. 
grandize himſelf, which was never his wiſh: 

and as to his dreſs and appearance, he reſembles 
John the Baptiſt more than the generality of 
the miniſters of this day ; as you very well know. 
His views have ever been more of a ſpiritual 
and heavenly nature; it being his meat and 
drink, his pleaſure and delight, to do the will 
of him that ſent him to preach the goſpel, and 
to ſpread the ſavour of Chriſt's precious name 
whereſoever he comes : although you have had 
the effrontery to charge him, r more than once, 
with 


— _ 


— — a — 
2 55 * — —— — — ä 
> OT N f r ee - = 20% 02; — — Fen PPP 
n N 1 RATE n * r Fs he Wy I 
2 pe, 3 * 33 75 2 x rr 


dah "are 8. — 


a 2 — ⏑˖ 


— — — — — eg" I} a AR 
r rr — 


— 
— —_ 


— 3 
K 72 
a trons OS 


a ee. — ns 


- — —— ———K 
— — — — 


——— — — 

. — — — 

an — — or Bn == 
7 3 —— ſZU— — 2 

U— cate wk — — — — 2 


RR — 
— 
— 


n 


e 
8 


CT 3. | 
with a criminal degree of carnality in his con- 


duct, and the love of eaſe and 2 85 r c 


Having waded through moſt of the mire of 


obloquy, reproach, and ſlander, which you have 


ſo plentifully laid at his door ; and having vin- 


dicated his conduct from your foul aſperſions, 


as far as it could be vindicated, where no ſpe- 


_ cific charges were brought againſt him, but 


only general accuſations and bold aſſertions 
without proofs ; I come now to touch upon the 
grand action which gave riſe to Gideon's Cake 
of Barley Meal which title of the pamphlet, 
ſome have ſaid, is more exprellive of the Au. 

thor than his Work; who appears to be a haf. 
baked Cake, or a Cake unturned ; railed by the 


leaven of me and wickedneſs. 


The action which produced this curious ex- 
pedient, to draw forth the author of the pamph- 
let from his obſcurity into public notice; and 
his Cake of Barley Meal, which, no doubt, was 


intended to be tumbled into the hoſt of ſleeping | 
chriſtians ; to rouſe thoſe from their lethargy, 
who have been dreaming, that, to contribute 


to the neceſlities of the French Emigrants, was 
a work acceptable to God, being commanded, 
«« not. to forget to entertain ſtrangers” this 


act of benevolence having been already ſtated, 


— | in 


1 „ 
in me beginning 4 this Reply, I need not re- 
peat it here : but ſhall proceed to ſhew, that 'it 
flowed from the pureſt motives of chriſtian : 
| Cy 


Y 


- kin of no paſſage of reriphure which for- 


bids ſuch conduct towards our ſuffering fellow - 
creatures, when they do not appear in an hoſtile 


manner againſt us as a nation. On the con- 


trary, the laws of Humanity, the rules of 


all unite to encourage and enforce the kindneſs 


Hoſpitality, and the precepts of Chriſtianity, 


which has been ſhewn to theſe unhappy people. 


When we ſee a diſtreſſed object, ſoliciting our 
compaſſion, does not humanity prompt us to 
adminiſter relief, without enquiring what his 
religious principles may be ; or whether he be 
an enemy to us individually, or as a nation? 
Nor can we claim the appellation of being hoſ- 
pitable, if we refuſe our aſſiſtance to thoſe, 
hd are deſtitute of the necellaries and conve- 
niences of life. | 


_THE FRENCH EMIGRANTS 
STRANGERS. 


That the French are not ſtrangers to us, 


becauſe we are acquainted with the nation and 


the people, is a new poſition ; which requires 
| C- N more 


| qo: „% \ 
N more force of argument than you ſeem to be 


maſter of, to convince any rational perſon that 
it is a true one: ſophiſtry will not do it. The 
general definition of a ſtranger is, “one that 
« js in a ſtrange land, at a diſtance from his 
« native country.”* The ſcriptures go far- 
ther; for the children of Iſrael were deemed 
rangers all the while they ſojourned in the land 
of Egypt: theſe were ſurely known to the 
Egyptians, for they were born in their land ; 
yet were they not leſs rangers, in the ſcripture 
ſenſe of the word. The Jews and Samaritans | 


i | lived near to one another ; but the Samaritan 
"i | that was healed among the Jews of the leproſy, 


is termed a ſtranger. But be they ſtrangers 
or neighbours, friends or enemies, the ſcrip- 

| ture abounds with precepts and examples to 
1 5 teach us our Gy in ſuch caſes. 


— ». whe 
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A begin with that 8 3 % whatſo- 

« ever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do 
4c ye even ſo to them, for this is the law and the 
6 prophets :” being what the whole word of 


—— — — — 
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i | God was written to produce in the hearts of 
| mamen. Would we be relieved, when driven into 
1 a foreign country by the anarchy which reigns 
. | in our own? it is our duty to do the ſame to 
1 dothers in ſuch circumſtances. Are they ſtran- 


. 


* See Cruden's Concordance. 
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gers to us? * be not forgetful to entertain 


them,“ and to afford them relief, if they be 


in want and diſtreſs, is the divine command. 
When the apoſtle Paul and his companions 
were ſhipwrecked, and caſt upon the iſland 
called Melita, the Barbarians received them 
kindly, and treated them courteouſly ; Tupply-+ 
ing their wants, and „ lading them with ſuch 
«« things as were neceſſary, when they de- 
«« parted.” Was this conduct of theirs ever 
condemned? and ſhall we be worſe and leſs 
. compaſſionate than Barbarians? Had theſe 
iſlanders enquired into the religious principles 
of the apoſtle and his companions, they would 
have found them oppoſite to their own: 'and, 
according to your doctrine, they ſhould neither 
have relieved nor ſhewn them any kindneſs : 
eſpecially when they came to know, that their 
religion was utterly deſtructive of their own; 
and of that idolatry which they practiſed. — 


The parable of the Good Samaritan is a cafe 
ſo much in point, and fo applicable to the pre- 
ſent controverſy, reſpecting our duty to ftran- 
gers, that I think it muſt be ſufficient to refute 
your range opinion concerning it. Our Lord 
| ſeems to have ſelected thoſe of the two coun- 
tries which were moſt oppoſite to each other, 
and between whom the moſt invincible hatred 

| | be ſubſiſted, 
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ſubſited, to ſet our duty in the ſtrongeſt light : : 


and to ſhew us, that no conſiderations of dif- 


ference of countries, of religious principles, or 


modes of worſhip, ſhould exempt us from thoſe 


acts of humanity and kindneſs, which are due 


from man to man, when the diſtreſſes of our 
fellow-creatures call upon us for relief, If this 
were not the caſe, how could we obey the pre- 


cept of our Lord, to “ go and do likewiſe ;” 


or to imitate the example of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, as we are commanded, „ who maketh 


« the ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, 


e and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the un- 
« juſt.” Nor could we = do good unto all 
* men,” as well as to thoſe “ who are of the 
75 Houſhold of faith.“ 


How fur it may be neceſſary, in a political | 


| point of view, to prevent theſe popiſh clergy 


(who are fled to this country as an aſylum 


from the diſtreſſes of their own) from diſſemi- 
nating their erroneous religious principles a- 
mong us, or to induce them to leave this 
country ſoon, is quite another matter. Theſe 
things muſt be left to our rulers, in church 
and ſtate, to conſider, and to take meaſures 
accordingly. All that J take upon me to de- 
fend is, the propriety and neceſſity there was 
of affording them relief on their coming among 


us 


„„ 
us, in their then exiſting circumſtances. And 
it muſt, I think, be attended with this happy 
effect among others, to give them a very fa- 
vourable opinion of the liberality of the ſenti. 
ments of Proteſtants ; who, in ſuch caſes, can 
overcome all mean and narrow prejudices ; and 
| diſcover, by their generous conduct, that their 
religious principles are not intolerant, like their 


dcn; but are the moſt enlarged and liberal; 


productive of all thoſe acts of benevolence and 
generoſity, which conduce to the peace, the 
comfort, and happineſs of mankind ; in what. 

ever ſituations and circumſtances they may be 
found. This conduët may have a more happy 
tendency to convince every ingenuous mind 
among them, that the principles we profefs are 
more efficacious in drawing men to embrace 
the ſentiments of Proteſtants, than fire and 
ſword were ever found to be, to compel men 
to embrace thoſe of the popiſh religion. 


THE PAPISTS. 


Poor Papiſts! What a perilous ſituation 
muſt they be in, if what you have exhibited 
_ againſt them be true, and their ſtate be really 
what you deſcribe! You haveeven commenced 
hoſtilities againſt them of the moſt alarming 
and formidable kind. You have collected (with- 
| | out 


SD 


(4a 1): 
out much diſcrimination, I conceive) all the 
artillery of heaven to attack them with. All 

the threatenings, the awful denunciations of 
divine vengeance, the prophecies of the final 
and utter deſtruction of all the enemies of God 
and his church! all are arranged in dreadful 
array! The batteries are ready to be opened 
upon them!—What can they do? whither 
muſt they flee for ſuccour? They have nothing 
to expect, but to be deſtroyed ſoul and body in 
hell, there to be tormented with devils and 
damned ſpirits for-ever and ever! They can have 
no hope of eſcaping but from the want of {kill in 
the ſelf-employed engineer. Should he be found 
- deficient in experience in the pointing and dif. 
charging of the artillery, they may have ſome 
dawn of hope to eſcape. I muſt, however, 
leave them to defend themſelves, as well as 
they can. I could afford them but little aid, 
if I were inclined to lend it them. 


But, Sir, are you ſure that theſe unhappy 
people, who, from a principle of conſcience, 
however miſinformed, have ſought refuge in 
this land, are the very men, the implacable, the 
inveterate enemics of God and his Chriſt, which 
þ thoſe awful paſſages of ſcripture you have col- 
lected together, deſcribe? You cannot think 
1 that we are fully authorized, and directed 
| | . thereby, 


60 23) 
thereby, to execute the divine vengeance upon 
them; in like manner as thoſe of old, who had 
the immediate command. of God to extirpate 
ſome nations, and to blot out the remembrance 
of them from under heaven, Were theſe 
. your ſerious thoughts, after mature delibera- 
tion, I muſt ſay, you know not what manner 
of ſpirit you are of, Chriſt aid, «© he came 
«© not to deſtroy mens lives, but to fave them.“ 
Perhaps the ſale of your pamphlet may have ſo 
| blinded your eyes, and warped your judgment, 
as to have led you to preclude all conviction 
from argument, that you are wrong; and to 
conclude, that, becauſe? it is bought up, it 
- muſt be right, and approved by men of ſenſe 
and piety, Should this be the cate, it is ne- 
ceſſary for ſome friend to whiſper in your ear, 
that the moſt ſlanderous and abuſive publica- 
tions meet with the moſt rapid ſale, in this 
licentious age: and that a call for a ſecond 
or third edition of any work, is no indiſpu- 
table proof that it contains truth, or is > Cal. 
culated to benefit mankind. 


THE bmg POOR. - - 


You have, it ſeems, commenced an Advocate 
for the poor: and a very laudable employ, no 
doubt, it is. But J tear, 1 the manner in which 

you 


( 
you plead their cauſe, you will do it but little ſer... 
vice. For while you aim to preclude one claſs 
of men from receiving any benefit, and ſhut 
up the bowels of compaſſion of the generous 
and. humane towards them, by ſtopping the 
current of charity which flows in that channel; 
you may probably contract their hearts towards 
others alſo; and ſo defeat the end you had in 
view. That there are many, very many poor 
in this land, is a lamentable truth ; and that, 
at times, many of the labouring part of the 
community, the artificers and manufacturers, 
may be out of employment, and ſuffering ſome 
temporary inconvenience, if not diſtreſs, is no 
leſs certain. But this is no more than the 
common and unavoidable lot of all ſuch people, 

in all countries, that are much engaged in 
manufactures and commerce. The really re- 
duced poor, who, by age or infirmities, are 


N [ | rendered incapable of labour, have an aſylum, 
5 and a comfortable proviſion made for them, in 


| every pariſh in the kingdom: and thoſe who 
are ſubje&t to temporary poverty from the 
cauſe before - mentioned, the want of employ. 
ment, often experience the bounty and liberality 
0 of the rich and affluent; by whom ſubſcrip- 


1 tions are raiſed for them. Theſe temporary 
== accidental ſufferings of this claſs of the poor, 


which may, and often do, ariſe from the mere 
change 


” 233-1} 1 
change of a faſhion i in areſs, are ſuch as no 


human foreſight can prevent, no legiſlature pro- 
Vide an adequate remedy io, at all times. — 


No age was ever aiſtinguiſtied, more than 
the preſent,” by Public Charities, calculated to 
alleviate the ſufferings and miſeries attendant on 
poverty. There is ſcarce a diſorder, or an 
affliction, to which human nature is ſuhject, 
but relief may be had for it by the poor, gratis. 
Inſtitutions of this kind are increaſing daily: 
ſo that it is become a doubt with ſome, whe- _ 
ther they have not a tendency to make the 
poor leſs provident for their future wants, than 
they otherwiſe would be, and ſo encourage a 
ſpirit of idleneſs among them; which, it is to 
be feared, is too prevalent with many of them 
already. However this may be, I do not 
mean to inſinuate, that any abuſe of theſe 
charities by ſome, ought to operate to the 
diſcouragement of them. I think they are at- 
tended with much benefit to the poor in gene- 
ral, and that they do honour to our country; 
whatever motives may have given birth to 
them. Our own poor, therefore, are as well 


provided for, in general, as circumſtances will 


admit. And ſhould not our charity be extended 
a little farther, to the relief of occafional ob- 


mw which * fall in our way ? Or do you 
8 D think 


is of 
I fi 
5 
1 
"> 
4 
\ 
* 
. 
155 
1 1 
N 
. 
ial 
1 
[2 248 
4 
Will): 
94 
"7 
„ 
; 147 
„ 
. $ 
I-14 
4d 
A, 
$12 
4 Hed 
T 3 
1 
449 
15 1 
* 4 
PP 
Ko: 
. 
14 
4 70 
147 
2 
1 ?k 
fi al 
7 
i. 
1 . 
. 
4 1 
71 
51 
= 2 
. 14 
71 441 
oy ft; 
4. . (1 
N 


— 


none, except the ignorant or prejudiced, can 


think, Sir, you would have fared better, if 


| theſe French Emigrants had not come among 


us? I think not; for as you cannot be conſi- 
dered in the light of a pauper, it is not probable 
that you are really any ſufferer by their com- 
ing hither. The notion that proviſions of all 


kinds are much dearer on their account, is 
not founded in fact or reaſon: for the number 


is too inconſiderable to have that effect. 


 Mns. HANNAH MORE. 


| ans wery-Bilibetal attack anon Mon. Hamels - 
More, fer having eſpouſed the cauſe of the 


French Emigrants, and pnbliſhed a book for 


their benefit, (which you unpolitely call a 
« catck-penny phamphlet,” becauſe you are 

not likely to ſhare the pence with them,) is 
equally reprehenſible and unjuſtifiable with that 
en Mr. Romaine. This Lady, who poſſeſſes 


the fineſt underſtanding, improved by every po- 
lite accompliſhment, that can adorn a female 
mind, and render her an ornament to her ſex, 


has long laboured, as an author, to reform a 


vicious age, and to promote the cauſe of piety 


and virtue. And ſhe has really done as much 
by her pen towards accompliſhing that deſirable 
end, as any author of the preſent day: for 


read 


(9) 
read her Mogi compoſitions without profit 
and pleaſure. Yet this aggregate of female 
excellence, which might have protected her 
frõm the infults of ſavages, was not ſufficient 
. to ſhield her from the envenomed ſhafts of 
your malignant pen-—O bluſh for your. con- 
duct, if your heart be not Wy: e 
of ſhame! 


ADMON VITION. 


Now permit me, Sir, to 5 with. you, As 
with, a man profeſſing godlineſs. I will give you 
credit for your good intentions in writing the 
Letter you have addreſſed to Mr. Romaine: 
though not for the ſpirit in which it is written. 
But while I pay this compliment to your heart, 
it muſt be at the expence of your head: for 
you could not have been more miſtaken in 
your choice, than in the perſon you have ſe- 
le&ed to addreſs upon this occaſion ; unleſs you 
meant to do all the diſſervice in your power to 
the cauſe of religion; which 1 ean by no 
means ſuppoſe was your intention. What then 
could prompt you to hold up, in fo unfavour- 
able a point of view, an aged, learned, labo- 
rious miniſter of the goſpel? Suppoſing ſome 
ipots were to be found in his character, (and 
whoſe is without?) could you think that the 

D 2 publishing 
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of righteouſneſs, | 


(SY. 
dublihing of them to the world, would be at- 
tended with any advantage to the intereſts of 


godlineſs? Did you really think to ſhew your 


piety, by ating the part of Ham, upon the 


diſcovery of his father's nakedneſs? Would it 


not have been more becoming you, to have 


| imitated the conduct of Shem and Japheth, and 


to have caſt a mantle of love over any defects 
you might think you diſcerned in the character 
of a „ father in Chriſt?” Should you not 
have examined your own heart, and ſeen whe- 
ther all was right there; and that no beam 
was to be found in your own eye, when you 


_ attempted to pull the mote out of your brother's 


eye? Can you really juſtify ſuch conduct in 
your own conſcience, and in the fight of God ? 
Conſider, Sir, how. poflible it is for a man to 


be led by a falſe zeal, to injure the cauſe he 


meant to ſerve. This I conceive to have been 
your caſe in the preſent inſtance. Surely ſome- 
thing muſt be wrong in your head or heart, or 
you could not have aided the enemies of reli. 


gion, as you have done by your publication ; 


who rejoice to hear that any of its advocates 
act inconſiſtently with the principles they pro- 
feſs to be actuated by; and eſpecially a ee 


| Let 


ME 


(ws 3 
Let me requeſt you to examine, again and 
again, into the motives of your conduct in this 
matter ; and to try yourſelf by that unerring 
ſtandard, the word of God. See, by that in- 
fallible directory, whether you have not gone 
out of the way of duty, in bringing thoſe ac- 
cuſations againſt a miniſter of the goſpel before 
the publick? Should you not have told him 
any fault, you thought you had diſcovered in 
him, firſt, privately ; either perſonally, or by 
letter, if you had found him not eaſy of ac- 
ceſs? Would not this have been acting with 
candour, and more agreeably to the precepts 
of the ſcripture, than the method you haye : 
taken to inform him of them? I wiſh, Sir, 
| you had conſidered this before you had taken 
the ſtep you did take ; it might have prevented 
much ſlander, to which your pamphlet may 
have given birth. Believe me, Sir, I am not 
your enemy, although I have told you the 
truth, and my mind, very plainly ; nor do I 
wich to draw down any reſentment upon your 
head by this Reply. To convince you of your 
error, and of the improper ſpirit, in which you 
| Jeem to have written your Letter; and to ob- 
viate the ſlander and calumny which the world 
may be induced to caſt, by your means, not 
only on an eminent miniſter of the goſpel, but, 
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en religion itſelf; were the only motives which 
| ** me to maT this Reply to your pamphlet. 


1 mnclined to hope that AY adunonidon, 


which is accompanied with no acrimony nor ill- | 
will, may be attended with a ſalutary effect 
upon your mind and heart; and that you will 
be fo convinced of the impropriety of your 
conduct, as to be humbled before God for it; 
and to be induced to make all the amends in 
your power, for the injury you have done to | 
the cauſe of religion, as well as to an eminent 
character in the church of God. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


eh. 
© POSTSCRIPT. 


ABOUT three months ago, I went into the 
country, to pay a vilit to a friend; where I 
remained a week. Not having read your 
pamphlet, I took it with me, peruſed it, and 
wrote the fore-going Reply. On my return 
to town, I mentioned what I had done to a 
friend or two; whq, without ſeeing what I had 
written, diſſuaded me from publiſhing any 


anſwer to the ſcurrilous Letter you had addreſ- 


impropriety of your conduct, and be truly 


ſed to Mr. Romaine : thinking you would, aſter 
ſome reflection, and having received the opinion 
of your own friends upon it, fee the great 


ſorry for what you had done. Another reaſon 
urged by my friends, to diſſuade me from pub- 
liſhing, ſhould the former not be the caſe, 
was, that it would only encourage you ta 
proceed in your abuſe, and give you more 
conſequence in the oo of the publick than you 
deſerved. 


Theſe ls then 3 upon my mind ſo 
effectually as to prevent my ſending what 1 
had written to the preſs. And. they would ſtill 
have prevailed, had I not found you had pub- 
liſhed a ſecond edition of your Letter very 

much enlarged: and as the former edition 

had 
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ME © . 41318) 
had produced you ſome pecuniary ſupply, voti 5 
were deſirous of getting a larger ſum by your 
labours, and ſo doubled the price: but I muſt 
ſay, you have given enough for the money ; 
ſuch as it is. | 


When I had nals you deen edition; 1 


began to think differently upon the ſubject of 


publiſhing the Reply. And finding you had 
not enlarged your pamphlet with any new 
arguments, calculated to convince your readers, 
that Mr. Romaine was wrong in what he had 
done, and that you were right in cenſuring 
him ; and that the additions you had made, 
were of the ſame ſcurrilous nature with the 
former, as far as they reſpected him; I thought 


it right, with the advice of friends, to endea- 


vour to check your career a little, by pub- 
lining the Reply, and refuting the calumnies 


you have ſo illiberally caſt upon him. 


The letter alluded to in the third page of your 
firſt edition, and now publiſhed in the ſecond, 


being of the ſame nature with the other; dil: 


covering great ſelf. conceit, and Gontaining the 
moſt unwarrantable accuſations and ungene- 
rous inferences; 1 think it deſerving of no 
other reply, than merely to give it the epi- 
thets of illiberal and impertinent. For the whole 
of it, * proceeds from too high an 

opinion 


OWE 
ohinion of your own conſequence ; which was 
deeply wounded by Mr. Romaine's treatment 
of you, upon your application to him for his 
ſubſcription to the French Bible Society. You 
intimate that Mr. Romaine's reply to you. 
when you called at his houſe on that occaſion, 
was * paradoxical and myſterious ;” it being, 
in your own words, «„ I am not a friend 
e to it—but I wiſh it ſucceſs with all my 
« heart.” Although I have my doubts whether 
theſe were the very words which Mr. Romaine 


uttered upon the occaſion ; yet, ſuppoſing they 


were, I can ſee no great myſtery in them: 
for it is very poſſible a perſon may wiſh ſucceſs 
to the object of an undertaking, although he 
may diſapprove, or not be a friend to, the 
mode of conducting it, or the perſons employed 
in the execution of the buſineſs. That Mr. 
Romaine did really approve of, and wiſh ſuc- 
ceſs to, the printing of the French Bible, can- 
not be doubted ; when it is known, that he 
lent the Bible, by which the ſheets that were 
printed off, were corrected ; and for that very 


gta 


As I wit with no other view, but to con- 
vince you of your error, and to vindicate an 
eminent character, which you have groſely 
calumniated'; I ſhall uſe no other means, than 
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to aint out. to you, what appears to me 10 be the 
ſource of your error and abuſe. You ſeem ta 
have erred exceedingly, reſpecting the motives 
of Mr. Romaine's conduct, in preaching for 
the French Emigrant Clergy :. for, oyerlooking- 
thoſe of humanity and ſympathy with the dif- 


_ treſled, you baſely impute it to a deſire of 


ſhewing his regard for the Romiſh Church: the 
errors of which no miniſter of the goſpel « ever 


laboured more to refute; many of them. de- 
ſerving univerſal execration. But ſurely there 


is a wide difference between relieving the 
neceſſities of men, and countenanc ing their er- 


rors. Can you prove that the latter was ever 


done by him, either before, at the time, or 
fipce he preached that ſermon. for them ? If 
not, how depraved muſt that heart be, that 


can impute ſuch. motives to ſuch conduct? 


It. is pretty obvious to moſt people, that you. 


entertain a very high opinion of your own im- 


portance ; conceiving you are called forth 


like Gideon, to fight the battles. of the Lord, 
and to vanquiſh all the hoſts of the enemies of 


his church and people ; and that your Cake of 


Barley Meal will effect this grand purpoſe. 


And a wonderful champion you have proved 


__ yourſelf to be! But as is too commonly the 
caſe n weak heads; flattered with a little 


fancied | 


SiS) 
fancied ſdcceſs in your enterprize, nk ſuppoſed, 


exaltation thereby, you ſeem to have. become 
giddy with your ſituation; to be ſallying fort“ 
with all the ſpirit of knight-errantry ; and tao 


excel Don Quixotte himſelf in his. enterprizes. 


A challenge is given to all the world, and you. 


are ready to enter the liſts with the moſt o.] 
erful: to engage men or windmills is juſt the: 
ſame to you. Theſe Amdalelytiſh\dogs, who are 
come hither to eat up the childrens' bread, 


muſt be deſtroyed, totally deſtroyed; or you 


can have no _ nor reſt for your foul! 


= If you are really ſerious and in earneſt in, 


| your attempts, and would prove your zeal to be 
tempered with knowledge, why not endeavour 
to convince theſe unhappy, deluded, diſtreſſed: 


men of their fatal error; that the church to 


which they belong, is THE WHonkꝝ op BABT- 


1.0N, AND. THE MoTHgR of HARLOTS Ax or 


ABOMINATIONS; that it is an ANTICHRISTIAN 


Cuunch, and muſt be deſtroyed root and 


branch? There are men of ſenſe among them; 


and ſome of them, I doubt not, are men of 


learning, who can feel the force of truth and 
argument. And as they are now cut of, for a 


time, from all communication with their 


church, and from exerciſing their reſpective 
functions in it, they may de more open to con- 
viction, 
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| viction, than when' they were living at ,caſe 

In their own corfiſtry; leaning upon their 

Holy Mother's boſom ; or dandled upon her 
Knees, and happy in her embraces: They 
might then have been under a temptation to 

| defend that eſtabliſhment, from which they de- 
rived 10 many and great benefits: but that 
temptation muſt now be greatly leſſened. Should 
you make ſuch an attempt, you would meet 
with the. approbation of all Proteſtants ; and | 
ſhould you ſucceed in convincing but one of 


f | them of his errors, you would merit the ap- 
4 plauſe of all who wiſh well to that church, to 
. | wich, you lay, you are pr oud to eg | 


0 

| 0 8 Rn he this poſcript without taking!-.. 
| + © __ . notice of the. indelicacy of your publiſhing; 

i 1 in the. ſecond edition, the ſubſtance of a private 
5 converſation with a gentleman, who. diflered 
nom you in opinion; and by whom, y o ſays: 
IS zi were ſparply attacked. If Fe thing 
HW {© >. i faid to! you in private; be thus to be 
wh 7 2.giled % the publick; and even the names 
1 and plac of abode of the perſons are to be; 
{8 j pointed l conceive you will rather be 
5 8 ſhunned E -onverſed. N in future. 


we, 
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